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EDITORIAL NOTES 


knowledge of God in the world should be encouraged 
by the shining examples of those who have been suc- 
cessful in days gone by. The patriarchs and prophets of old 


Fy x. Christian who is interested in extending the 


had seemingly to encounter more difficulties than attend the 
work of God in our day and generation; and yet our hearts 
are thrilled as we read of their triumphs and victories amid 
most discouraging trials. The Epistle to the Hebrews refers 
to only a few of those heroes of old, who had not received the 
fulness of the promises as we have, but were persuaded of 
them. They confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth. So are we, but Christianity has brought man- 
kind much nearer to God than did the Jewish dispensation. 
We have Christ the firstborn of God, our Saviour and Friend, 
in the fulness of divine power reconciling us to the Father. 
In our desire for the extension of the Kingdom of God among 
men we are co-workers with Christ, whom the Father sent to 
redeem and save all who come unto God by Him. The patri- 
archs and prophets could know of Christ only by the promises. 
Every Christian, however, who knows that Christ died for us 
and is risen again and is even at the right hand of the Father 
making intercession for us, can draw near to the very throne 
of God with confidence, to obtain help in the hour of need, 
and power for service. 
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The Christian Life, Full and Well Rounded 


Many of the subscribers to The Converted Catholic have 
taken the Magazine from its first number in 1883, and are 
still among its best friends. The reading of such a Magazine, 
and a living interest in such a work as that of Christ’s Mis- 
sion, conduces to longevity. There is no better occupation 
in this world, or one that makes life more full and well 
rounded, than to be concerned in the Lord’s business. God 
loved this world of sinners lost, and sent His Son to save it, 
and every Christian who keeps the Lord’s business in view is 
a co-worker with Christ. The days of life here are few, and 
everyone can say with that dying empire-builder in South 
Africa, “So little done, so much to do!” It behooves us all, 
therefore, to work while it is yet day. 

The famous writer, Mrs. Amelia E. Barr, in referring to 
her seventy-eight years of busy, active life, said to a cor- 
respondent recently: 

When you arrive at my age, I hope you will say with me, 
Age is a busy, happy period, not one of inactivity, but of 
beginning again, a time to bring to perfection the supple, 
joyous spirit which we ought to carry into the great unknown 
with us, a time to do the work which is our portion in this 
life better than ever, and to say gratefully every morning to 
our Maker: 

Thanks! for the Day’s Work 
That my Lord gives me.” 


Dr. Burrell President of Presbyterian Alliance 

The meetings of the Ninth General Council of the Alliance of 
the Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterian Faith, were 
largely attended at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, this 
city, last month. At the final session Dr. David James Bur- 
rell, of the Marble Collegiate Church, New York, was elected 
President of the Council. The next meeting of the Council 
will be in Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1913. Not only Presbyterians 
but the whole Church of Christ must be congratulated on the 


election of such an able, conservative man as Dr. Burrell to 
this important position, at this time when so many ministers 
place undue emphasis on philosophy and science in relation to 
the Church of God. Dr. Burrell is one of the Trustees of 
Christ’s Mission. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION WORK 
331 West Fifty-Seventh Street 


REV. JAMES A. O’CONNOR, PASTOR 

URING the month of June, as all through the past sea- 
D son—and indeed, since Christ’s Mission entered its pres- 

ent headquarters two years ago—the meetings in the 
chapel have been remarkable for the interest displayed, the 
large attendance, and especially the great number of Roman 
Catholics present at each service. The crowding of the audi- 
torium Sunday after Sunday has made the early enlargement 
of the building an absolute necessity. At the annual meeting 
of the Board of Trustees on June 17, it was decided that in 
view of the progress of the work the auditorium should be 
enlarged and other improvements made in harmony with the 
evangelical purposes of Christ’s Mission under which title this 
Reformed Catholic work is incorporated. The Trustees present 
were: David James Burrell, Albert B. King, Robert Stuart 
MacArthur and James A. O’Connor. The counsel for the Trus- 
tees of the Mission was also present, with advice and sugges- 
tions. This gentleman who is an eminent member of the bar 
of New York, has since the foundation of the work given his 
services, without compensation, even as the Rev. James A. 
O’Connor, the pastor, has never had any salary for preaching, 
conducting the services, and attending to all the details of the 
work; and Mr. Ira W. Marshall, the organist and musical di- 
rector, has freely given his valuable services to this cause, The 
work has been greatly blessed of God, and has been a labor of 
love to those who have taken part in it, the active workers as 
well as those who by their prayers and gifts have sustained 
it. The necessary funds for meeting the expenses of the work 
have been the voluntary contributions of the Christian people 
who are interested in this cause, and desire its success by tak- 
ing part in its progress, as the Lord has blessed them. 

Pastor James A. O’Connor was present at all the services 
during the month, except on June 13, when he was at North- 
field, for the dedication of the Russell Sage Memorial Chapel, 
when the Rev. Dr. David James Burrell delivered the dedica- 
tory address. 
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The Rev. Charles W. Drees, D.D., who has labored for 
many, many years in the Roman Catholic countries of South 
America, Mexico, and Porto Rico, and who is now at work in 
this city as one of a committee invited by the American Bible 
Society to prepare a revised New Testament in the Spanish 
language, delivered three great sermons in May and June which 
will be published in The Converted Catholic. 

The service on Sunday, June 20, was really an historical 
occasion for Christ’s Mission, because Rev. Dr. Charles 
D’Aubigné, son of Merle D’Aubigné, the great historian of 
the Reformation of the sixteenth century, and Rev. Dr. Alberto 
Clot, the delegate of the Waldensian Church to the Pan-Pres- 
byterian congress in New York, met upon its platform, and de- 
livered addresses in which they expressed gratitude to God 
that such a place existed where the distinctive truths of the 
Reformation were boldly proclaimed, and the errors of Roman 
Catholicism were dealt with in a truly Christian spirit. Dr. 
Clot thanked Pastor O’Connor for the helping hand recently 
stretched out to two Italian priests who came to Christ’s Mis- 
sion when refused admission elsewhere. Those priests are now 
at the Moody School at Mount Hermon, Mass., preparing for 
missionary work. At this service Pastor O’Connor announced 
that the enlargement of the chapel had been definitely decided 
upon, and that he had offered accommodation in the new addi- 
tion to the chapel to the Rev. Dr. Clot as a church home for the 
one hundred and fifty Waldensian families now living in 
Greater New York. He also pledged the congregation to give 
substantial aid to the causes represented by Dr. D’Aubigné 
and Dr. Clot. In the course of his address Pastor O’Connor 
said: 

“T have had faith in this work all these years past, because 
I had faith in God and His Son Jesus Christ, my Saviour, and 
I perceived the need of such a work as this, where the Christian 
religion would be presented in simplicity and clearness, and 
the American people warned as to the real nature of the Papal 
claims and pretensions, as well as informed of the peril to the 
nation involved in the unceasing aggressions of the Roman 
hierarchy. As a former priest I also wished to preach the 
pure Gospel to my Catholic brethren.” 
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As everything connected with the work of Christ’s Mis- 
sion is free to all who attend the services, and Catholics are 
always at the meetings, very little is said about money mat- 
ters. It is well known that the priests of Rome are continu- 
ally bothering the people for money. Every service from 
baptisms to funerals must be paid for. “No pay, no pray” 
is the motto of the priests. The people must pay as they 
enter the church on Sunday, besides the collection during the 
mass; and if they are not present at mass, they commit a 
mortal sin. They must pay for masses for the living and 
the dead; and money for masses to bring souls out of pur- 
gatory constitutes a large part of the revenue of the Church. 
No priest ever says mass for the souls in purgatory without 
being paid in advance, and the charges run from one dollar 
for a low mass to twenty-five and fifty dollars for a grand 
high mass. 

Though the congregation that attends the services in Christ’s 
Mission is composed chiefly of persons of limited means, it has 
undertaken to provide one thousand dollars of the sum required 
for the extension of the chapel. All the friends of this work 
who wish it success can materially help in the advance now 
contemplated by this enlargement. Even the subscriptions of 
those who have not yet paid for The Converted Catholic this 
year will be added to this fund. Work on the entrance to the 
chapel will be commenced this month. 

The extension of the chapel of Christ’s Mission will more 
than double the capacity of the auditorium. In order that it 
may better suit the conventional taste of church-going people 
—and non-church goers—both Protestants and Catholics, the 
contemplated changes will be acceptable to all. Dr. Bartoli, 
the now famous converted Jesuit, who speaks English per- 
fectly, will be in this country, and be among the speakers at 
the opening of the new and renovated Christ’s Mission chapel. 

To meet the expenses of this enlargement and improvement, 
the codperation of all Christian friends is earnestly desired. 
God has blessed the work of the Mission during the thirty 
years of its existence, and all who have aided in sustaining it 
have good reason to thank Him for the results accomplished. 
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More Priests at Christ’s Mission 


Last month Christ’s Mission sent to the Moody School at 
Mount Hermon, Mass., two Italian priests who had come from 
Rome the first week in June. Those priests, who are both 
young men, gave clear evidence of conversion before Christ’s 
Mission sent them to the Moody School. They had been 
recommended by Rev. Dr. Muston, the President of the Wal- 
densian work in Rome, to another Protestant institution in 
this city, but they were not received there. Christ’s Mission, 
however, welcomed them and gave them cheer and comfort in 
their desire to prepare for missionary work among their 
brethren according to the flesh. Before going to Mount 
Hermon they attended the conference for Christian workers at 
the Theological Seminary, Bloomfield, N. J., June 8-14, where 
they were cordially welcomed by the Rev. Drs. Weber and 
Jackson and the other directors of that excellent institution. 
Those young men, Messrs. Sanna and Zedda, are above the 
average Italian priests in intelligence and culture; and as this 
could be said of all the priests who have come to Christ’s 
Mission, they will be as useful in evangelistic and missionary 
work as the others have been. In the last eighteen years 
twenty-five Italian priests have been received in Christ’s 
Mission out of the Roman Catholic Church, besides as many 
more of the same nationality who made application and after 
due examination did not give evidence of fitness for the work 
of the ministry. Some priests are not adapted by nature or 
grace for the ministerial calling. 

At the Bloomfield conference for Christian workers last 
month, after the address of the Editor of The Converted 
Catholic on June 10, when the Rev. Dr. McLanahan, who 
presided, requested those present who were converts from 
Rome to arise, twenty-three stood up; and six of them had 
been priests. That conference was so successful both in at- 
tendance and in the fine spirit manifested by the workers, that 
it was decided to hold another conference next year. The 
divine presence was felt in all the sessions, and Dr. McLanahan 
and the faculty of the Bloomfield Theological Seminary were 
amply rewarded for their labor and kindness in calling together 
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these scores of missionaries who are engaged in the work of 
evangelization mostly among the foreign populations. Be- 
sides the converted priests who attended the conference from 
Christ’s Mission, the Rev. Hermes Cavarocchi and Mr. Patrick 
Brady were present at all the sessions, as were the Rev. Mr. 
Coltorti, of Newark, N. J., and several other Italian mission- 
aries. Nearly all the languages of Europe were spoken by 
these missionaries, some of them being masters of six, seven 
and eight tongues, and a converted priest, one of the faculty of 
the Bloomfield Seminary, can speak a dozen languages and 
dialects of central Europe. But all now speak English. 


How to Deal With Roman Catholics 


By the Editor of The Converted Catholic. 

[Notes of an address delivered at the Conference for Chris- 
tian Workers, Bloomfield, N. J., June 10, 1909.] 

1. As pastors, missionaries, and Christian workers en- 
deavor to brush aside the consciousness that the person you 
wish to reach with the Gospel of the Son of God is a Roman 
Catholic. You have some knowledge, an experience, and a mes- 
sage that you wish to share with another or, as in preaching, 
with many persons. As the sum of all knowledge for a Chris- 
tian is “to know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom Thou hast sent,” we cannot have in our possession any- 
thing better to share with others or to communicate than this 
knowedge. 

2. Asa definition of the Christian religion we may say it is 
union with God through Christ. That union can best be ac- 
complished by personal, direct contact; emphasizing the 
Scriptural truth that wherever there is a repentant sinner 
seeking peace and forgiveness, there is a loving Saviour seek- 
ing that sinner; and when the sinner and the Saviour come 
together, there is salvation from God. 

3. In dealing with Roman Catholics also let us emphasize 
the privileges of the believer. As a Christian, a disciple, a 
follower of Christ, his relation is not to a church or an organi- 
zation, but to Christ. The alliance with the church follows. 

4. All are sinners saved by grace; yea, the devil’s cast- 
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aways become children of God by faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

5. The Roman Catholics are ready and willing to hear the 
good news that has made North America what it is—the 
promised land to all the world. The Gospel of Christ is cath- 
olic, universal, adapted to all. 

6. The question is of great importance how to deal with 
Protestants who so largely favor the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
and the institutions of that church. You can be as kind to 
individuals as you may, but do not keep them in bondage to 
bishops and priests by favoring and helping the church. Be- 
cause most Roman Catholic people are toilers in the lower 
conditions of life, it would seem that many Protestants think 
a religion adapted to their condition in which the priests exer- 
cise control like the police, is best for them. 

7. Such reasoning is fallacious: the Roman Church does 
not control the people in Catholic countries; rather are the 
priests despised by the people, and the religion, mostly cere- 
monial, is pagan. In this country the Catholics will also turn 
against the Roman system that has kept them in ignorance 
of the truth of God. 


8. Protestants should give the Gospel to the Catholics, 
because their fathers received it through the hands of con- 
verted priests—Luther, Knox, and all the Reformers. 


PRESENTING THE WORK IN THE CHURCHES. 

During the past season Pastor O’Connor has spoken before 
the members of several out-of-town churches, the Congrega- 
tional Church, Elizabeth, N. J.; the men’s club of the Bergen 
Reformed Church, Jersey City Heights, one of the oldest 
churches in New Jersey; and the men’s club of the Summit 
Avenue Baptist Church, Jersey City. More than twenty years 
ago, the Rev. Dr. D. C. Hughes (father of the Governor of the 
State of New York), when in charge of that church, invited 
Pastor O’Connor to preach there; and the Rev. Robert T. 
Craig, the present minister, gave him a most cordial reception 
this year. Pastor O’Connor also delivered addresses at the 
Nyack Institute and at the conference of Christian workers 
held last month at Bloomfield, N. J., under the auspices of the 
Presbyterian brethren. 
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Converting Protestants and Roman Catholics 


A Belfast, Ireland, paper, The Ulster Echo, quoted re- 
cently by that stanch Presbyterian paper, The Belfast Week- 
ly Witness, had the following items: 


The Catholics are on the eve of a great Romanist propa- 
ganda in England. It seems that Dr. Herbert Vaughan has 
been three months in America studying mission work under 
the Roman Gamaliels in that country, and he is now coming 
home to prepare for developments, for which, of course, we 
must wait. 

It is an open secret, which means that it is no secret at 
all, that such a propaganda is on foot. Waste not, want not, 
is the motto of the Church, so far as agencies are concerned. 
With thousands of members of the French religious orders 
hunted from France, and habited in this country, nothing 
is more natural than that these resources should be availed 
of and utilized. No one can blame them for having a special 
mission among English Protestants, or for carrying it on 
with all their vigor. 

The only remark we would make about it is, if it is a vir- 
tue for Roman Catholics to carry on a missionary propaganda 
among Protestants, why should it be a crime and a reproach 
for Protestants to bring their missionary influence to bear 
upon Roman Catholics? The air from time to time is thick 
with the clamor of Roman Catholics, and some of their Prot- 
estant political sympathisers, that it is bigotry and insult on 
the part of Protestants to have a mission to Roman Cath- 
olics. We are not offering any opinion on the wisdom or 
otherwise of the mission on either side. We are only dealing 
with the facts. 

Now England is, to say the least of it, as much Protestant 
numerically as Ireland is Roman Catholic. About one-third 
of the Irish people are Protestants, and we do not think 
one-third of the English people are Roman Catholics. Yet, 
we are told we should look calmly and approvingly on the 
efforts of Roman Catholics to convert Protestants, and should 
denounce in most unmeasured terms the efforts of Prot- 
estants to convert Roman Catholics. 

We are neither missionary enthusiasts nor bigots, yet we 
would like to point out that if it is a right thing for Roman 
Catholics to labor for the conversion or perversion of Prot- 
estants, it surely cannot be wrong on the part of Protestants 
to endeavor to bring Roman Catholics into the light of Prot- 
estant truth. Each thinks it has more truth than the other. 
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Each thinks that what it has is the truth, and from the point 
of view of public liberty we see no difference between the 
one propaganda and the other. 


FATHER LYONS AND THE NUNS 

At one of the services in the chapel of Christ’s Mission, 
Pastor O’Connor, in referring to the delicate relations of 
priests and nuns, related the following incident: 

I remember that on St. Patrick’s Day in 1872, when I was 
one of the officiating priests at the High Mass in St. Patrick’s 
Church, Chicago, there was a great banquet after the mass 
at which the Bishop, Dr. Thomas Foley, presided. As there 
were only priests present at the banquet, when the waiters 
withdrew, the conversation at the tables became very in- 
teresting when the wine flowed freely. The banquet was 
not “a feast of reason and flow of soul” in the poetic sense, 
but the talks along the tables were animated, and the stories 
told by the older priests were spiced with wit and humor. 
Someone introduced a subject in which nuns were concerned, 
and at the end of the table where I sat, with other young 
priests, a remark was made by a veteran, Father “Mike” 
Lyons, which drew forth a burst of laughter that drowned 
out the conversation at the bishop’s table. As the laughter 
continued, the bishop inquired the cause. As no one answer- 
ed promptly he repeated the question, and called out my 
name to reply. I rose and said: 

“Why, bishop, the matter is not of much consequence.” 

“But what made you all laugh down there?” he inquired. 

“Someone was talking about nuns, bishop,” I replied, “and 
the conversation became general until Father Lyons remark- 
ed that the best way to do with nuns was to have nothing 
at all to do with them. That was uttered in such a dry, 
droll manner that we all laughed. There was really nothing 
more, bishop.” 

The prelate did not join in the merriment, but he said 
sententiously, “Father Lyons has had much experience, and 
I guess he is right. You young priests had better heed what 
he says.” 
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SKETCH OF JOHN CALVIN 


By The Rev. Joseph Sanderson, D.D., LL.D., 
New York 


EW names have exerted a wider influence, and in sev- 
F eral aspects a more beneficial sway or ascendancy upon 
society than that of the Frenchman whose views of 
religious doctrine, as taught in the Bible, have, with some modi- 
fications, been adopted by millions of the best people with which 
this world has ever been favored, and have therefore been de- 
nominated Calvinists. The doctrines which chiefly distinguish 
Calvinists from other sects are the following, which are by 
way of distinction, sometimes called “the five points,” viz., 
predestination, particular redemption, total depravity, effectual 
calling and saints’ perseverance. The discipline or form of 
Church government which Calvin laid down, but in which he 
has not been followed by many who are called Calvinistic is 
known by the name of Presbyterian, a term derived from a 
Greek word which signifies senior, or elder; intimating that 
the government of the Church in the New Testament was by 
presbyteries, that is, by an association of ministers and ruling 
elders, all possessed of equal authority, without any superiority 
among them, by virtue of office or order. 

The Presbyterian Churches have select standing bodies 
called sessions, which consist of the minister and ruling elders 
of a particular church; next presbyteries, composed of the 
ministers and ruling elders of a particular region of country; 
then synods composed of delegates from presbyteries, and 
lastly a General Assembly, composed of delegates from synods, 
which is a kind of Congress in which is represented the whole 
body of the church and to which an appeal lies from the par- 
ticular synods as it does in all cases from an inferior to the 
next higher tribunal. Such is the form of church government 
which has grown out of that which was laid down by Calvin 
at Geneva. 

John Calvin was born at Noyon in Picardy, France, on July 
10, 1509, and hence the fourth century of his birth is likely to 
be celebrated on that date this year with great éclat. His 
father was a Roman Catholic of the student kind, and placed 
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his son at school in Paris to receive his early education, he 
being designed by his father for an office in the Roman Church. 
At the age of twelve he was presented to the Chapel of la 
Gesine in the church at Noyon. 

His father, however, afterward changed his resolution re- 
specting his son’s future and put him to the study of law. But 
John, disagreeing with his father’s religious opinions on at- 
taining his majority—or rather in his twenty-third year—for- 
sook the communion of the Roman Church because of his in- 
terest in the doctrines of Luther’s Reformation, and espousing 
that cause, began to advocate and forward it in the city of 
Paris, to which he had removed. 

The reigning monarch, Francis I, being greatly incensed at 
the conduct of the advocates of the Reformation, ordered 
many of them to be arrested, and Calvin narrowly escaped. 
He was befriended and protected, as many others were, 
through the influence of the Queen of Navarre, the sister of 
Francis and a decided friend of the Reformation. Calvin 
deemed it expedient to retire to Basle, where, in 1533, being 
only twenty-four years of age, he published his “Institutes of 
the Christian Religion,” dedicating the book to Francis. In 
this work he aimed to show that the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion were founded on God’s Written Word. 

After the publication of his “Institutes” he proceeded to 
Geneva where he met with two distinguished reformers, Farel 
and Viret, who persuaded Calvin to remain with them, and 
to assist them in their labors; and in 1536 he became both 
minister of a church there and a professor of Divinity in a 
School of the Prophets. 

The doctrines, however, which Calvin and his associates 
promulgated proved so offensive to some of the people of 
Geneva that persecution arose against them, and they fled 
from the city, Calvin retiring to Strasburg where he organized 
a French Reformation Church and became a professor of 
Theology. 

While in Strasburg he received many tokens of affection 
from the people in Geneva, and after two years, his former op- 
ponents and enemies being either dead or having removed 
from the city, he was invited to return to his former charge, 
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which he did in 1541, taking up his abode again in Geneva 
where he remained till his death in 1564 in the fifty-fifth year 
of his age. 

Few men during his comparatively short life accomplished 
more than John Calvin. His “Institutes of Religion” are a 
lasting monument to his intellectual ability and industry. His 
Theological Seminary at Geneva, for which he obtained a 
royal charter, flourished under his presidency and direction, in 
the literary pursuits of which he was assisted by the cele- 
brated Theodore Beza and other eminent men, until his death. 

The character of Calvin stands at least next to that of Luther 
among the Reformers, and none did more for the Reforma- 
tion than he. His mental greatness was exhibited in early 
life, and as his intellectual powers developed it became ap- 


parent that he was destined to take a high rank among his 
contemporaries. 


He pursued his studies with unremitting ardor and at the 
age of twenty-two he was pronounced by so high an authority 
as Scaliger, to be “the most learned man in Europe.” His 
writings had a most salutary effect upon the Roman Church; 


by the exposure therein of her pollutions, her shame was 
drawn forth, and she thereafter abandoned some abuses in 
doctrine and discipline. 

Calvin’s Confession of Faith was adopted by the Reformed 
Churches in France, and their discipline and government was 
modelled after the ecclesiastical order of Geneva. 

The liturgy of the English Church was revised and re- 
formed by his means. His system was adopted in Scotland 
and Holland, and by many churches in Germany and Poland. 
Indeed, it is not too much to assert that every country, in 
which the light of the Reformation had made its way, felt the 
influence of his powerful mind. But at Geneva, as a central 
point, he was, as has been truly stated, the light of the Church, 
the oracle of the laws, the supporter of liberty, the restorer 
of morals, and the fountain of literature and the sciences. 

Attempts have been made to affix one stigma to the char- 
acter of Calvin, and if it could be proved that he was guilty in 
the matter referred to, it would only show that he also pos- 
sessed the grand defect of many of the active reformers, as 
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it was also of the opposers of the Reformation; this defect was 
the spirit of intolerance. 

Calvin has been accused of being the means of the death 
of Servetus, a learned Spaniard, who was condemned to be 
burnt alive in the year 1553, on account of his doctrines in 
relation to the Trinity. It may be admitted that Calvin acted 
contrary to the spirit of the Gospel in his treatment of Ser- 
vetus, owing to the spirit of the age and to the rancor of 
theological differences in his young manhood. 

During his declining years, and in the last trying scene of 
Calvin’s life, his Christian virtues shone with uncommon splen- 
dor. He bade farewell to the ministers of the church and to 
the magistrates of the Republic, like a father departing from 
his family. He acknowledged his own weakness and ad- 
monished them of theirs. He continued speaking thus, in 
the full possession of his reason, till, without a struggle, he 
ceased to breathe. How truly in Calvin’s case was that com- 
mon saying verified, “Man proposes, but God disposes”; and 
also that statement of Holy Writ, “My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.” 
If Calvin had entered the Roman priesthood for which his 
parents planned, he would doubtless have proved a bulwark 
of strength to that system. Gifted with an extraordinary 
memory, a rare insight, an uncommonly keen reasoning 
faculty, he would doubtless have distinguished himself by a 
brilliant career in that Church, but God had decreed other- 
wise. Some of Luther’s writings fell into his hands, and by 
the reading of them he was converted to the Protestant faith, 
and joined the little evangelical party in Paris. Henceforth 
his intellectual attainments made him a marked man, and 
resulted in the publication of his “Christian Institutes” in his 
twenty-sixth year. Probably no other work written by so 
young a man has ever produced such a widespread, profound 
and lasting impression, or has so ably sought to vindicate the 
ways of God to man. 

It may truly be said of this servant of God, “The righteous 
shall be had in everlasting remembrance.” 
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A Great Mind and Feeble Body 


Our picture of John Calvin represents him among his books. 
The happiest days of his life were spent in his study and the 
whole Christian world is the beneficiary of the product of his 


John Calvin in His Study. 


brain and heart. He passed long hours in his study. He be- 
gan his work usually at five o’clock in the morning when 
his books were brought to his room, and his secretary was 
ready for work. Even on the days on which he preached he 
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had to lie on his couch for several hours, as his health was 
never robust. Much of his work as a commentator on the 
Scriptures was preserved through the zeal of his hearers, who 
wrote from his oral delivery what he afterwards prepared for 
the press. Even during his last illness he continued his labor 
on books and his large correspondence as long as he had the 
strength. 

He died at the comparatively early age of 55. There can be 
no question that of him it might be said “the zeal of Thine 
house hath eaten me up;” and that the mighty spirit within 
wore out the comparatively feeble body in which it was en- 
shrined. 

In personal appearance he was of medium height, with 
rather pale and dark complexion; his broad, high forehead, 
bright clear eyes, and rather scanty beard created an im- 
pression of scholarly refinement. When his health permitted, 
he preached every day of each alternate week, lectured three 
times every week on theology, and once on the Bible. 

There were already many Protestants when Calvin entered 
upon his ministry—indeed it was one of Luther’s books that 
led to his conversion from the Roman Catholic faith—and his 
efforts to harmonize their various doctrines in conformity with 
the Holy Scriptures so fully occupied his time and strength 
that his work for the conversion of his Catholic brethren 
seemed of less account. 

The death of Servetus occurred on October 27, 1553, and 
two months previously, on August 26, Calvin wrote to his 
friend Farel, whose preaching he had attended in Paris, and 
who afterwards invited him to Geneva: “I think Servetus will 
be condemned to death, but I wish that what is horrible in 
the punishment may be spared him (poenae vero atrocitatem 
remitti cupio).” To this Farel replied: “You acted as a 
friend toward a man who is your greatest enemy.” On Octo- 
ber 26, Servetus was finally condemned by the Council to die 
by fire, and on the same day Calvin wrote to Farel, “We 
have endeavored to change the mode of execution, but with- 
out avail.” It should be remembered that it was what the 
Roman Church calls “the secular arm” that condemned Ser- 
vetus. 
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1809—Rev. Charles Chiniquy, D.D.—1909 


HE thirtieth day of this month, July 30, 1909, will be 
the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of the 
Rev. Charles Chiniquy, D.D., one of the most con- 


Rev. Charles Chiniquy, D.D. 


spicuous champions of Protestantism and vigorous opponents 
of the errors of the Church of Rome of the last century. He 
was born at Kamoraska, Canada, July 30, 1809, and was 
educated as a strict Roman Catholic by his parents. After 
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the usual course of study in Roman Catholic theology he 
was ordained a priest in the Cathedral of Quebec, in 1833. 
He soon became one of the foremost priests in Canada, 
especially as an advocate of the Temperance cause; and in 
1849 he received a gold medal from the city of Montreal, as 
“The Apostle of Temperance.” 

In 1851 the Roman Catholic bishop of Chicago induced 
him to take a colony of French Canadians—about five thou- 
sand in number—to Kankakee County, IIl., to take up land 
and occupy it for the benefit of the Roman Church. The 
colony was so successful that the Roman Catholic bishop, 
Dr. O’Regan, cast envious eyes upon the possessions of the 
thrifty Canadian farmers, who presented a strong contrast 
to the Irish Roman Catholic immigrants, who had remained 
in the cities to be hewers of wood and drawers of water, 
politicians and liquor dealers. He demanded that the Church 
property of this colony should be turned over to him, and 
when Father Chiniquy refused, the bishop threatened excom- 
munication. “I cannot help that,” said Chiniquy, “but you 
cannot have the property of my people.” The threat was 
fulfilled, and Father Chiniquy announced that he could no 
longer say mass or give absolution; but he told his people 
that he could still read the Bible to them. From that time, 
the Bible became his rule of faith and practice. In 1860 his 
whole congregation at St. Anne, IIl., was received into the 
Presbyterian Church. A time of severe persecution followed, 
and Chiniquy would have been ruined but for Abraham 
Lincoln, then the foremost lawyer in Illinois, who espoused 
his cause and exposed the machinations of the hierarchy 
against the persecuted priest. 

For many years Father Chiniquy traveled over the world 
denouncing the iniquities of the Roman Catholic system, 
and exposing the falsity of its doctrines. He died in Mon- 
treal, January 16, 1899, and his funeral was attended by 
thousands of Roman Catholics as well as Protestants. It 
was one of the greatest funerals in the history of that city. 

A few days before the death of the great champion of 
Protestantism, Archbishop Bruchesi of Montreal wrote to 
Father Chiniquy’s son-in-law, Rev. Professor J. L. Morin, of 
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the Presbyterian College, of whose family Dr. Chiniquy was 
a member, saying that if-a call from him would be welcome 
he would be pleased to visit him, in the hope that the former 
priest would return to the bosom of the Church. In the 
reply sent to the Archbishop he was told that the dying ser- 
vant of God had declared, when the letter was read to him, 
“I am thankful to the Archbishop, but I have definitely re- 
tired from the Church of Rome. I am perfectly happy in 
the faith of Jesus Christ.” 

Dr. Chiniquy was the author of several important books; 
the three most widely known being: “Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome,” “Forty Years in the Church of Christ,” 
and “The Priest, the Woman and the Confessional.” He 
also wrote many valuable pamphlets. 

The Rev. James A. O’Connor attended the funeral of his 
friend, whom he had known, esteemed and loved ever since 
his own conversion from the Roman Catholic Church and 
withdrawal from the priesthood. Among the books most 
cherished by Father Chiniquy were the bound volumes of 
The Converted Catholic, the whole series of which were 
close to his hand as he sat at his desk. Notwithstanding 
the bitter persecution of the hierarchy the Roman Catholics 
of Montreal had manifested great respect for Father Chini- 
quy in the last years of his life. When the Editor of The 
Converted Catholic was taking a last look at the departed 
hero, a French Canadian approached the casket and said, as 
the tears ran down his face, “He was a good man.” 

We inquired, “Did you know Father Chiniquy?” 

“Yes, I knew him very well. Thirty years ago I threw 
stone at him because he attacked my Church so severely. 
But I came here to-day to show my respect for him, for I am 
sure he was the friend of all Canadians.” 

Dr. Chiniquy may be called the Father of French Prot- 
estantism in Canada, and he was the leader of thousands of 
Catholics out of the Church of Rome. The French Protes- 
tants in Canada will commemorate the centenary of his birth. 

Since the times of Luther, Calvin and Knox, no converted 
priest had been so bitterly denounced and slandered by the 
high priests of Rome and their agents in the press as Dr. 





260 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Chiniquy. But he lived to be ninety years of age, in the 
full possession of his faculties, giving glory to God in preach- 
ing the Gospel of His Son Jesus Christ, and benefiting man- 
kind by warning, in burning words, the nations and peoples 
against that monstrous system of false religion, political 
despotism and abominable tyranny embodied in Roman 
Catholicism. His books should be read and studied by all 
Protestants and lovers of free institutions. 


Good Books Relating to Calvin 

As the whole Protestant world will be represented at 
Geneva, Switzerland, this month, when the city will hold a 
great celebration of the four hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of John Calvin, it is only natural that a number of 
books should make their appearance at this time dealing with 
the life, the character and the work of the great Reformer. 

Among those that have been recently published, “Lectures 
on Calvinism,” by Abraham Kuyper, D.D., LL.D., Professor 
in the Free University, Amsterdam, and member of the 
States General of Holland, covers the widest field. The 
volume consists of the lectures delivered by the learned au- 
thor at the Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J., in 1899. 
The topics of the lectures are: “Calvinism a Life System,” 
“Calvinism and Religion,” “Calvinism and Politics,” “Cal- 
vinism and Science,” “Calvinism and Art” and “Calvinism 
and the Future.” 

In speaking of the influence of Calvinism on the history 
of modern times, Dr. Kuyper writes: 

What would have become of Europe and America if, in 
the sixteenth century, the star of Calvinism had not suddenly 
risen on the horizon of Western Europe? In that case Spain 
would have crushed the Netherlands; in England and Scot- 
land the Stuarts would have carried out their fatal plans; in 
Switzerland the spirit of half-heartedness would have gained 
the day; the whole American continent would have remained 
subject to Spain. If the power of Spain had not been broken 
by the heroism of the Calvinistic spirit, the history of the 
Netherlands, of Europe, and of the world would have been 


as painfully sad and dark as now, thanks to Calvinism, it is 
bright and inspiriting. 
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“Young Calvin in Paris,” by Rev. Wm. M. Blackburn 
(Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication; price 60 
cents), contains interesting sketches of Parisian life in the 
days of Calvin’s youth, and of the strenuous experiences of 
evangelical Christians of his time in that city. 

Dr. Thomas Smyth’s book, “Calvin and His Enemies,” is 
a vigorous defence of the words and works of Calvin, in 
refutation of derogatory statements that have been made in 
many quarters. 

From the Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Rich- 
mond, Va., comes “John Calvin and the Genevan Reforma- 
tion,” by Thomas Cary Johnson, Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History and Polity, in Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va. This book also contains a series of lectures. 
much of the space being given to “Calvin’s elaboration of 
the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures, embodied chiefly in 
his immortal ‘Institutes,’” and the theological controversies 
which he carried on in order to advance union among various 
bodies of evangelical Christians. 

“John Calvin: the Man and His Work,” by the Rev. C. 
H. Irwin, M.A. (London: Religious Tract Society), gives a 
comprehensive view of Calvin’s life and work. The author 
having given special study to the works of French and Ger- 
man authorities in its preparation, it possesses much historical 
interest. There are many fine illustrations in this work. 

“The price of each of these volumes is very moderate, espe- 
cially in view of their real historical value. 

With the last named volume came a copy of “The Last 
Days of John Hus.” This is a translation from the original 
Czech (Bohemian), and is an historical romance founded on 
fact, written in the style of that admirable book, “The Chro- 
nicles of the Schonberg-Cotta Family.” It contains twenty- 
four illustrations from paintings by an eminent Bohemian 
artist, Alphonse Dedina, and the preface has been written 
by Dr. W. R. Morfill, Professor of Slavonic Languages in 
Oxford University. The book deals almost entirely with 
the trial and martyrdom of the great Bohemian martyr. The 
price is $1.00. 
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Exhortation to Burn Bibles 


The Morning Star is a Roman Catholic weekly paper pub- 
lished in New Orleans, Louisiana, as the official paper of that 
diocese, of which the Rev. A. F. Isenberg is the editor, and to 
which Archbishop Blenk has given the following endorsement, 
published at the head of its editorial columns: 

The Morning Star is the official and the only approved 
Catholic Weekly published in the Diocese of New Orleans. 
Again as on many former occasions, I strongly recommend 
it for the soundness of its doctrinal principles, for its un- 
swerving fidelity and enlightened Catholic journalism. 

James H. Blenk, 
Archbishop of New Orleans. 


In the issue of that paper, May 27th, is the following edi- 
torial which reads in part: “We are informed that the Prot- 
estant sects are circulating through the country parishes a 
French Bible, and that they have succeeded in selling quite a 
number of these corrupt and mutilated copies of Holy Writ. 
Weare surprised that any Catholics should have allowed them- 
selves to be duped into buying these Bibles, for every Catholic 
ought to know that there is only one version of the Bible that 
can be read and that is the true and correct one, approved by 
the Church. All others are spurious and should be shunned by 
every Catholic. Our advice to those who may have been 
innocently trapped into spending their good money for what 
they thought was an authorized Bible is to place these books 
into a stove or furnace where they can be utilized for kindling 
material. ‘ 

“The fact is that the Roman Catholic Church alone has the 
right to publish and circulate the Bible.” What do American 
Protestants think of that exhortation in our day and generation? 


A Bishop Driven Out of Town 


For several years the quarrel between Bishop Bonacum, of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, and Father Murphy, of Ulysses and 
Seward, in the same State, has been before the Western courts, 
and it has also been twice carried to Rome. 

The latest phase was the expulsion of the Bishop, together 
with two priests—Fathers O’Brien and Kline—from the town 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 263 


of Ulysses, on June 18, by sympathizers with Father Murphy, 
who had lost his case before the Supreme Court of Nebraska, 
on March 6, of this year. The special despatch from Ulysses to 
the New York Herald says that the Bishop and the two priests 
had come to take formal possession of the church there, of 
which Father Murphy is still in charge. It also says: 

The crowd of 300 people would have have laid violent hands 
on Bishop Bonacum and the priests had not Father Murphy 
counselled against it. 

When the attitude of the crowd became threatening, Father 
O’Brien obtained a livery rig and with Bishop Bonacum and 
Father Kline left in the direction of David City. This rig was 
followed by an automobile loaded with church enemies of the 
Bishop. 

The rig was overtaken three miles from town, and the Bishop 
and priests were forced to get out and walk, and the liveryman 
was made to drive back to Ulysses without his passengers. 
When last seen the Bishop and his party were walking north 
along the road toward David City. 


Rome’s “‘Land of Promise” 
A recent issue of The Western Watchman, of St. Louis, a 


Roman Catholic paper, edited by the Rev. D. S. Phelan, con- 
tained some statements that should furnish food for serious 
thought to all Americans. A few are given here: 


The United States stands out in marked contrast with all 
other Powers in its correspondence with the Vatican. The 
Powers of the Old World regard the Roman Church with 
distrust and yield nothing to her except forced thereto by the 
fear of public opinion. 

Despoiied and persecuted in countries called Catholic, ham- 
pered and thwarted by Protestant Governments, the Church 
is given fair play only in the United States. 

The Church of Rome is making advances only in America. 

Few bishops in Europe ever lay a corner-stone. It is a cer- 
emony almost unknown. The Church over there is growing 
weaker by dissensions and emigration. ps 

American shoulders are to-day holding up the Vatican. Its 
revenues are largely derived from this country; and what is 
now a steady stream will soon be an onflowing river. 

The Catholics of this country are Romans. They swear by 
the Pope. They stand up for the Papal authority. We place 
no limitations on the jurisdiction of the Vatican. Any man 
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who is not with the Pope is excommunicate with us. Our 
Catholicity is stamped with the trade-mark of the Keys. We 
proclaim our loyalty to the Pope from the housetops. 

France prides herself on the title of the ‘oldest daughter of 
the Church;’ the United States can claim the appellation of 
‘the youngest, fairest and best.’ ” 


What do American Protestants think of that? Priest Phelan 
is the most vigorous Roman Catholic journalist in the United 
States, and surely he knows what he is talking about. Lafay- 
ette, the friend of Washington, was right when he said that 
if ever the American Republic should be destroyed, it would 
be by the hierarchy and priests of Rome. 


President Taft and the Paulists 


The priests of Rome are finding out that President Taft is 
an American first and a politician afterwards. In an address 
before the Congress of Catholic Missionaries recently held by 
the Paulists in Washington, he spoke plainly of the difficulties 
created in the Philippines by the close relations that had ex- 
isted between the Roman Church and the civil government be- 
fore the American occupation of the Islands, and expressed the 
opinion that the Roman Church would, in the end, be strength- 
ened by the present order of things there, “as freedom and tol- 
eration and the complete separation of Church and State have 
strengthened the Church in this country.” The Baltimore Sun, 
in its report of the address, does not mention any enthusiastic 
applause as following this remark. There must have been 
even less when he went on to say that it was a good thing for 
the Roman Church that other denominations are working in 
the Philippines; and that “complete church emulation—com- 
petition, if I may use that term—is a good thing in religion as 
well as in other things in life.” If Father Dunn, of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith had been there, he would 
surely have been shocked at the suggestion that “the Church 
of Christ” could possibly derive benefit from the “church emu- 
lation” of any of the “Protestants, schismatics, infidels and 
heathens” into which classes he divides all the inhabitants of 
the globe who are not what Papal Delegate Falconio calls 
“subjects of the Holy See.” 
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Roman Catholics Seeking Their Rights 


In the April number of The North American Review Mr. 
Humphrey J. Desmond, editor of the Catholic Citizen, of 
Milwaukee, makes an appeal to Rome for six more cardinals 
for this country. He points out that at present there are 
fifty-five cardinals of whom thirty-four are Italians. Of 
the remaining twenty-one, five are Spanish or Portuguese and 
four are French, so that the Latin countries have forty-three 
out of the fifty-five. Mr. Desmond says: 

It might be felt as guaranty of wiser policies if the wel- 
fare of the Church were not so overwhelmingly in the keep- 
ing of Latin prelates; if the counsels of the rest of the Cath- 
olic world were reasonably valued and more adequately 
sought, so that the senate of the church should resemble, in 


its fairness and fullness of representation, a great council of 
the Church. And why not?” 

Mr. Desmond thinks that the Papal decree of June 29, 1908, 
taking the United States out of the list of missionary .coun- 
tries, may lead to some other changes also; and that Ameri- 
can Catholics “may entertain some hope that the very in- 
adequate representation of a Western hemisphere in the Col- 
lege of Cardinals is now at last to be remedied. He pointed 
to these facts among others in this connection: 

The Catholic population now under the American flag may 
be safely estimated at 24,000,000 or nearly one-tenth of the 
entire Catholic population of the world. Numerically Amer- 
ica should be entitled to at least six cardinals. The United 
States is second in the amount of its contributions to the 
great missionary society of the Church—The Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith; it excels all other countries 
but one in its contributions to the Peter’s Pence, and in 
response to these two great appeals of the Church it gives 
four times as much as Italy and Spain combined. 


Although the number of Cardinals in the United States 
is a matter of little consequence to the Protestants, the fact 
that the editor of a Catholic paper should have the courage 
to write such an article as that in the North American Re- 
view must be a source of gratification and encouragement to 
all those who wish to see the Catholic people liberated from 
the tyranny of the Italian oligarchy in Rome. It is quite 
true that those who would be free themselves must strike the 
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blow, and there are many signs that the day is fast approach- 
ing—foreseen by Father McGlynn—when the American Cath- 
olics will turn on the Papal machine and render its power 
as obsolete as the heroes of the American Revolution ren- 
dered that of King George III in the eighteenth century. 
st SF 

In Belgium, a Roman Catholic priest, Abbé Fonteyne, has 
announced his candidacy as a Democratic Deputy for the 
National Legislature for the election of 1910, and has issued 
the following public statement: “We submit to the Pope and 
to the bishops on all matters relating to spiritual things, but 
in civil affairs, where we have the right to struggle for our 
rights and for bread for our poor people, and for the libera- 
tion, elevation and enlightenment of our nation we are, and 
will remain, free men.” 


Ss St Ss 

In “The Modern Catholic,” a new Roman Catholic Maga- 
zine recently published in Albany, N. Y., a writer criticises 
the Roman Church for its adhesion to foreign tongues, both 
in its religious services and among its members. He says 
that Chicago has twenty Roman Catholic papers and periodi- 


cals out of which twelve are in foreign languages; that in 
St. Louis five out of nine are in foreign languages, and that 
the same is true of four out of five published in Cleveland, 
six out of fourteen published in Pittsburg, and six out of 
twelve in Milwaukee; while all four of the Catholic journals 
of Woonsocket, R. I., are in French. He goes on to say that 
he has taken the trouble to go through the list of papers 
and periodicals given in the Catholic Directory for 1909, and 
finds the number to be three hundred and thirty, or one for 
about every forty-five thousand of the Catholic population; 
that of these one hundred and three are published in foreign 
tongues as follows: In German, forty-nine; French, twenty; 
in Polish, sixteen; in Bohemian, seven; in Italian, four; in 
Slavonic, two; in Magyar, two; in Spanish, one; in Croatian, 
one; in Indian, one. 

This shows that about thirty per cent. of the Catholic 
periodical literature in this country is addressed to people 
who do not use the English language. 
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Abbe Loisy Highly Honored 


On taking the chair as Professor of the History of Re- 
ligions in the College of France, in April, the Abbé Loisy 
received an enthusiastic greeting from the assembled stu- 
dents, with the exception of a few clericals, who expressed in- 
dignation that a priest who had been excommunicated by 
the Pope himself, should have received such a mark of dis- 
tinction from the Government and from the Faculty of the 
University. His inaugural address was moderate and con- 
servative. Protestant publicists who look upon the writings 
of the Abbé Loisy with disfavor, should remember that his 
views of the Christian religion relate primarily to the dog- 
matic teaching of the Roman Catholic Church. The only 
God of whom he and many other Modernists have any con- 
ception is the work of Roman Theologians, and Christ is 
symbolized in Transubstantiation. Not until those priests 
come out of the darkness of Romanism can they understand 
the love of God in Jesus Christ who came to save sinners 
and who will receive, forgive and bless all who come to Him. 
Their relation to Christianity has been to the Church, and 
not to Christ the Saviour. In attacking Roman Catholicism 
with its dogmatic absurdities, historical perversions of the 
truth, and gross superstitions, they do not undermine the 
faith of Christian believers, though they may lead the think- 
ing element in the Roman Church into irreligion and denial 
of the supernatural. The priests of Rome, like all other un- 
converted persons, should have the plain, simple Gospel of 
Christ made known to them, so that like other Christians 
they could joyfully cry “My Lord and my God!” 


The Lamentation of Bishop McFaul 

Bishop James A. McFaul, of Trenton, N. J., the boldest and 
bravest member of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in this coun- 
try, said, at the commencement exercises of the St. Francis 
Xavier School in this city, on June 21, 1909, “We have had 
great losses in our faith. We should now number half the 
population of the United States, or 40,000,000.” As by the most 
minute counting the Roman authorities cannot find more than 
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14,000,000 members of their Church in this country, including 
all infants, this means a loss of 26,000,000, or 6,000,000 more 
than the 20,000,000 whose loss was lamented by Miss M. T. 
Elder, niece of the Archbishop of Cincinnati, in 1893—just fif- 
teen years ago; and this condition of things exists in spite of 
the 23,000 “converts” said to be captured for the Pope every 
year. 
ss 8 


In his address Bishop McFaul made sweeping charges 
against the universities of “Harvard, Yale and Princeton, as 
institutions where rascality, immorality and a disrespect of 
womankind are fostered.” He did not mention Columbia Uni- 
versity, doubtless because its President, Dr. Nicholas Murray 
Butler, two years ago, married a Roman Catholic lady, the cer- 
emony being performed by a Jesuit priest. 

The real cause of Bishop McFaul’s tearful anger is that the 
Roman Catholic students who go to the great American col- 
leges do not remain such obedient subjects of the hierarchy as 
he would like to see them. 

Commenting on these accusations, the New York Sun, June 
23, says editorially : 

Much may be forgiven to rhetoric and the perfervid temper- 
ament, but is not Bishop McFaul far exceeding the terms of 
the largest license? They do not even learn the Ten Command- 
ments at the large colleges, the Bishop continues. Still, his 
amiable remarks may revive at Cambridge and New Haven 
and Princeton some memory of the Commandment against 
bearing false witness. 

Mr. Roosevelt was led into his campaigns against the large 
corporations by the muck-rakers, and Bishop McFaul is basing 
his attacks upon our colleges on a magazine article from a 
similar source, and the universities are well able to take care 
of themselves. 

The statement that the Roman Church has lost 26,000,000 
members in this country alone—and in spite of the immigration 
of several millions during that period—should cause certain 
unwise Protestants to withdraw their patronage and support 
from the hierarchy of a Church which is continually found 
wanting by so many millions of its own members. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Editor O’Connor’s Letters to Cardinal 
Gibbons 
Eighth Series. 
No. 7. 
331 West Fifty-Seventh Street, New York, July, 1909. 

Sir:—When I finished my letter to you last month I hoped 
that I had come to an end of demonstrating again and again 
the lawlessness of your Church and rebuking the brazen impu- 
dence of the Roman hierarchy in their continual assertion of 
the supremacy of the Pope over the Government and laws of 
this and other countries. 

I would much rather address you on spiritual subjects, for 
even though such topics may have little or no interest for you, 
the vast majority of the readers of those letters are more con- 
cerned about the things of God than anything else in this 
world. 

I pointed out last month that your Church, by its claims 
of supremacy in both the spiritual and temporal affairs of life, 
is opposed to all laws that are not in harmony with its teach- 
ings, and therefore to all Governments founded on free institu- 
tions. As illustrations, I then cited the pernicious activity of 
the Roman Catholics against the French Government during 
the Joan of Arc celebration in France, and the case of Father 
Crosson, of Gillespie, Illinois, who had, during a smallpox epi- 
demic, defied the orders of the health authorities of the town 
and the State by holding services in his church, when all such 
gatherings had been prohibited. 

I find, however, that the last word was by no means said 
on this subject then, because Cardinal Andrieu, who has suc- 
ceeded the late Cardinal Lecot (who had strongly urged a rap- 
proachment with the French Government), in the archdiocese 
of Bordeaux, France, has publicly announced himself more 
Papal than even Boniface VIII in his assertion of the su- 
premacy of the Pope over the French Government. The Bull 
Unam Sanctam, promulgated by Boniface VIII in 1302, while 
declaring that “the temporal power [of the State] must be sub- 
ject to the spiritual power of the Church,” acknowledged the 
existence of the civil power; but Cardinal Andrieu, in his letter 
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written on June 15, to the judge before whom he was cited to 
appear for having told the people to disobey the law of the 
land, said that “the law was non-existent” when it had been 
condemned by the Pope. In his allocution at his enthrone- 
ment in Bordeaux Cathedral, he said to his congregation: 

To Caesarism we reply, like the Apostles, “non possumus.” 
Laws cannot force conscience, and it is not only your right, 
but your duty, to disobey them. 

The Cardinal had on the previous day, appeared in court, 
but—according to the Bordeaux despatch to the New York 
Times—had told the judge that he did so as an act of courtesy 
and not because he recognized the competence of the court. 
He said he had spoken as a bishop, and that he was answerable 
only to his conscience, the Pope and God. In passing, it may 
be noted that Cardinal Andrieu gives precedence to the Pope 
in referring to him and also to the Almighty. 

As Cardinal Andrieu holds as important a place in the Papal 
system as yourself, his words afford a striking confirmation of 
all that I have written you on this subject during this year, 
and any readers who may have considered me rather severe 
in my comments on your article in The North American Re- 
view for March, will now see that the facts in the case would 
justify much harsher language. 

For the sake of your own reputation, it is a pity that you 
cannot persuade the Pope and your colleagues in Europe to 
abstain from public acts and declarations that stultify your 
efforts to hoodwink the American people by knocking down 
men of straw that you have made and set up yourself, and de- 
fending Roman Catholics from accusations. 

Of course this declaration by Cardinal Andrieu asserts the 
right and power of the Pope to release all Catholics at any 
time from their obligations as citizens to any Government. 
If one law becomes “non-existent” because of Papal disappro- 
bation why not another? The French Government will cer- 
tainly refuse to recognize this assertion of Papal supremacy 
over the laws of the Republic, and will doubtless deal with Car- 
dinal Andrieu’s case in a befitting manner. But even such a 
ruler as Napoleon III would not allow Roman ecclesiastics to 
set themselves or the Pope above his Government. When in- 
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formed that a certain bishop had refused to recognize mixed 
marriages the Emperor declared that if the offender did not 
withdraw his protest he would unfrock him, and if it were true, 
as stated, that other bishops sustained their colleague in this 
matter the same process would be applied to them also. 

These are hard days for Papal supremacy in Catholic coun- 
tries, and would be equally so in Great Britain and the United 
States if the men in power really knew the Vatican as it actu- 
ally is. 

Since the laws of Rome conflict with the laws of the 
United States on so many points it is a marvel to many 
Americans why you, who pose as a liberal Catholic and a 
good citizen, and Archbishop Ireland who even ranks you 
in this respect—and other prelates and priests who make 
loud professions of their American ideas and principles—do 
not assert your manhood and proclaim your emancipation 
from the tyranny of the Vatican, that imposes such laws 
upon you; and also that you enforce these laws on the people 
under penalty of excommunication and eternal damnation. 

A Roman Catholic can break all the commandments of 
God, and receive absolution from you or any other priest; 
but if he persists in violating the laws of Rome or “the com- 
mandments of the Church,” as they are called, and will not 
amend his life in that respect, he cannot be forgiven. He 
may blaspheme against God or commit murder, but if he 
eats meat on Friday or denies the infallibility of the Pope, 
or is married by a Protestant minister, he cannot receive 
absolution. 

You and all other prelates and priests, Cardinal, are the 
slaves of the Pope, whose commands “Do this and do that” 
must be obeyed whether you like it or not. You know too 
well,—yea, even with fear and trembling—that the Pope, by 
a mere cablegram, could suspend you and deprive you of all 
the powers and faculties you now exercise in spiritual and 
temporal matters as a prince of the Church. After the re- 
ceipt of such a dispatch, you would be shorn of all your 
dignities and be simply a private citizen. Hence you ac- 
quiesce in the commands of the Pope and whatever laws he 
thinks fit to promulgate. You are a slave to your Italian 
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task-master. If you had read your Bible regularly instead 
of the legends and foolish stories in the Breviary you would 
Temember what the Apostle Paul said: “He that is called in 
the law, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman; likewise he 
that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant. 

“Ye are brought with a price; be ye not the servant of 


bh) 


men. 

You are an American citizen, Cardinal, and should be a 
free man, which you can be if you will cast off the yoke of 
Rome. Until you do that, the less you say about freedom 
the better. You shrink from the consequences of disobeying 
the laws of Rome and the contemptuous sneer of the world 
—“Oh, what a fall was there, my countrymen!” The Pope, 
to you, occupies the place of God, and his condemnation 
would make Milton’s description of the fall of Satan very 
real to you: 


“e 


. . Him the Almighty Power 
Hurl’ d headlong, flaming, from the ethereal sky 
With hideous ruin and combustion, down 
To bottomless perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire 
Who durst defy the Omnipotent to arms.” 


Cast off the yoke of Rome, Cardinal, renounce Popery, tempt 
not the Lord, or that fate may await you. 
Yours truly, 


James A. O’Connor. 
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